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waited upon her, attended by councillors from some
of the chief Hansa cities. The result of their repre-
sentations was that one of the first acts of the new
queen's reign was to annul the royal statute of
Edward VI. that so grievously threatened the League,
This almost unexpected good result was, it Is whis-
pered, not due merely to Queen Mary's reactionary
policy, but also to the corrupting influence of Han-
seatic gold, judiciously distributed.

Our League thus recovered its entire liberties and
rights in the matter of export and import, notwith-
standing the opposition of Parliament, of the Lord
Mayor of London, and of the citizens. It is therefore
not astonishing that they were willing to show them-
selves liberal on the occasion of King Philip's entry
as husband of the English queen ; and that in order
to maintain the favour of this couple, various cities,
especially Liibeck, showed themselves far from
friendly to Protestant refugees who sought protection
in their precincts.                        9

A valuable memorandum, drawn up by the Syndic
Sudermann and happily preserved to our times, gives
a vivid picture of what was implied by the Hanseatic
privileges in England.

Taking merely into account one article of their
commerce, English cloth, it appears from this report
that from the month of January to the month of
November, 1554, the Hansa had exported from
England 36,000 pieces of cloth, as against 1,100
exported by the English themselves, a third dyed
and two-thirds in the rough ; that they only paid for
the right of exit threepence each piece, while other